
--- Chapter 5 

Writing Tasks and Evaluating Students' 
Discipline-Specific Writing 

A natural extension of the topics addressed 
in Chapters 2-4 would be how writing tasks are often assigned 
in the graduate-level research writing classroom and how to 
evaluate discipline-specific student writing. 

The Four Dimensions of Writing Tasks in the 

Graduate-Level Research Writing Classroom 

Requiring Students to Write on Discipline-Specific 
Topics 

Writing tasks, broadly speaking, are those that require students 
to produce writing. They have been assigned in a variety of 
ways and settings. The pedagogical reality of a multidisci­
plinary classroom has led instructors, naturally, to assign 
discipline-related writing. As examples, Cargill, Cadman, and 
McGowan (2011) asked their students to analyze successful 
departmental models and then to develop a topic specific 
to their areas of study, compose a related research question, 
and write a short paragraph about the topic and the question, 
while Lynne Flowerdew (2016) asked students to write a grant 
proposal abstract based on a project in their fields. Swales and 
Feak also often ask users of their books to perform discipline­
related writing tasks. In AWG, for example, they ask their 


























