
�-- Chapter 2 

Rhetorical Consciousness-Raising, 
Genre Awareness, and Awareness 
of Genres 

This chapter first examines rhetorical

consciousness-raising, which was proposed by Swales (1990)

and has since been adopted by other researchers and practitio­

ners as the preferred instructional goal for the graduate-level

research writing classroom. Since rhetorical consciousness

raising is often discussed together with the concept of genre,

three approaches to genre analysis will be introduced. Because

many students need to learn discipline-related genre-specific

features, the notion of rhetorical consciousness-raising is

used with regard to two interrelated instructional objectives:

(1) to develop students' awareness of genre analysis as a

conceptual framework (genre awareness) for guiding their

further examination of genre samples in the graduate-level

writing classroom and beyond and (2) to increase students'

awareness of discipline-specific features in research genres

(awareness of genres, the plural form, or discipline- and genre­

specific features) through guiding them to become increas­

ingly proficient in applyingc the genre analysis framework

to their analysis of genre samples valued in their respective

disciplines. 




















